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Burgundy and The Rhône Valley 2005:
“The Perfect Storm”

I have taken to calling the 2005 vintage in France “The Perfect Storm” because
of the perfect grape growing and winemaking conditions that existed in every
region of France that year.  Everything combined to create a vintage that may
not be seen again in our lifetime.  The perfection of that vintage is especially
evident in the wines that were crafted in Burgundy and the Rhône Valley.  The
wines were brilliant when I tasted them in barrel 2 years ago and they are even
better now that they are in bottle.   It would have taken a lot of effort on the
part of a winemaker from either of these regions to create a sub-standard wine in
2005.

By now you will probably have read much of what the wine press has written
about this spectacular vintage.  In case you have not, here a few quotes from well
known sources.  Stephen Tanzer of the International Wine Cellar had this to say
of the 2005 red Burgundies, “This is, pure and simple, the finest red Burgundy
Vintage of my professional career (I began tasting red Burgundies in depth with
the ’78 vintage).”  Robert Parker of the Wine Advocate summed up the 2005
Rhône wines by saying “the southern Rhône’s 2005 vintage mirrors the north in
the sense that the red wines are tannic, powerful, masculine, and concentrated.”

As you read through this year’s booklet, you will see many familiar names and
you will also discover some new ones.  We have included a brief biography of
each domain and wherever possible we have included a review from either the
Wine Advocate, the International Wine Cellar or The Burghound.  In those
rare cases were no review was available we have given a description of the wine
from the winery itself.

Once again all the wines have been shipped in a temperature controlled
container.  This is done to protect the quality and integrity of the wines during
their long journey from France.  Due to a couple of transportation problems
several of the wines listed in this booklet will be arriving at a later date.  These
wines have been marked as such, but we will still be accepting orders for these
wines from the outset.

I would like to thank you for your interest and support for our annual
Burgundy and Rhône offering.  I am very proud and excited to be able to offer
you, our valued customer, such an amazing selection of wine and I am certain
that everyone, from wine novice to expert, will find something to suit their
tastes.  Should you have any questions about any of the wines, please contact
myself or any of my knowledgeable staff: we will be very happy to assist you.

- John Clerides, Owner of Marquis Wine Cellars




